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Niiolaevsk on the Amur, the Pacific coast of Siberia; and Madras, India. European Russia is represented by the average of a great number of stations in the basin of the Don River. The United States is represented by three curves, one calculated from the observations of a great number of stations in the upper Ohio Valley, the second calculated in the same manner for the central part of the Mississippi Valley, and the third for New England. I do not give the data for each year, because there are many minor irregularities due to local thunder-storms, local heavy rains, etc. But for each year I use the average of the ten years of which it represents the center, viz.: for the year 1835, the average of the years 1831-40; for 1836, the average of 1832-41; for 1837, the average of 1833-42, etc.
It will readily be seen that in all parts of the world represented in the diagrams, with the single exception of New England, there is a maximum of rainfall about 1845-1850, a minimum about 1860-1870, another maximum about 1880, followed by a decrease of rain until the end of the last century. The oscillations are rather great, the difference between the maximum and the minimum amounting, in the most continental regions of the earth, to 50 per cent, and more. Only the curve representing the fluctuation of rainfall in New England has another rhythm, having maxima in 1869 and in 1889; but we must keep in mind that the climate here is quite oceanic, and therefore the oscillations of rainfall follow the oscillations of rainfall on the ocean, which are the converse of the oscillations on the continents, as stated above.
This raises the question: Are these oscillations of climate felt in the history of the settlement of the United States ?
One of the most characteristic features in the distribution of the population in the United States is the displacement of the center of population in a westerly direction. The censuses of the different decades show this very clearly. It is caused by the rapid settlement of the Far "West, which took place principally in the 70's and 80's of the last century. The following table shows this. It concerns the states west of the first tier of states adjoining the Mississippi on the west. The increase in population is given in percentage of the population at the beginning of each decade. For example, in Montana the increase of population from 1870 to 1880 was 91% of the population in 1870; from 1880 to 1890, 238% of the population in 1880, etc.